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A raurhlLEx, recently published at 
Paris, and reprinted in London, in- 
tituled, Les Adieux d Bonaparte,” is 
here presented, very rapidly sketched 
in our language. The attractions of 
the original publication consist in an 
unexpected freedom of discussion ; 
in a view of the present state of poli- 
tics in France; and in a more agree- 
able manner of writing than such 
a subject generally admits of. This 
translation is offered, in the hope that 
it may convey some gratification to 
those who have not read the original, 
and for the purpose of meliorating 
the present condition of one of the 
victims to the misfortunes of which 
it treats. 
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INTRODUCTION. 
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A Hxzo, in history so called, is 
formed by the waste of blood and 
afthetion. Happy is it for humanity, 
suffering under the calamities of war, 
and surrounded by the tombs of 
glory's slaves, when, she sees a 
great man created. That conso- 
lation seemed to have been granted 
to France, when Bonaparte darted 
from the crowd, and illumined like 
a meteor our political horizon. It 
is true that he began his career 
by commanding the troops which 
marched against the sections of Pa- 
ris on the 13th Vendemiaire (Ath 


(will ) 
October); that he revolutionized 
Venice, whose illustrious govern- 
ment had subsisted during fourteen 
centuries ; that he shook the seat 
of the Catholic Church ; and that 
it was he who gave the signal of 
the 18th Fructidor (4th September), 
which established the cruel tyranny 
of the Directors. But he stamped 
his name on many fortunate events ; 
he shewed himself to be an able 
warrior and a generous conqueror; 
his exploits gave lustre to our na- 
tional reputation; he prepared hap- 
piness for France by procuring peace; 
his victory of Arcola threw a daz- 
zling veil over the horrors of our 
internal revolution ; and his nego- 
ciations at Leoben made us almost 
forget them entirely. 


France 


[ ix ] 
France would now have been in 
the enjoyment of tranquility, if the 
hero who dictated terms of peace had 
himself watched over the consum- 
mation of his work. But a strange 
enthusiasm hurried him far away 
from Frenchmen, who were pro- 
claiming him their deliverer; trust- 
ing for the maintainance of peace to 
a weak and tottering government, 
; he abandoned his country to the 
| chances of revolutionary events; he 
embarked for Egypt, with his cho- 
zen troops, and courageously went 
to seek enemies and tyrants on the 
banks of the Nile, as if they had not 
been to be met with at Paris. The 
multitude, who are fond of the mar- 
vellous, found something romantic 
in this expedition, which made them 


compare Bonaparte to the heroes of 
b 


(  } 


ancient fable. The capture of Malta 
seemed but the presage of other 
successes; our politicians began to 
see the French flag triumphant in 
the Mediterranean, and the delusion 
extended even to the shopkeepers of 
St. Dennis, whose imaginations were 
occupied with the low price of oran- 
ges; but it was not long ere all their 
dreams of prosperity and glory were 
put an end to by the destruction of 
our fleet. The reputation of Bona- 
parte, contrary, to reasonable cal- 
culations, grew with this reverse 
of fortune, which ought to have 
expoted his faults. His glory, like 
our revolution itself, always finds an 
increase of splendor and influence, 
where annihilation ought to be looked 
for. His victories had excited admi- 
ration, his defeats and his embar- 


( xi ] 
rassments awakened interest. Every 
one's attention followed him along 
the banks of the Nile; the descrip- 
tion of his battles seemed to be a 
new Iliad or Odyssey; his lawrels 
which had begun to fade during the 
residence of a month at Paris, flou- 
riched in a new world; the bold- 
ness, or rather the singularity of his 
enterprise, the strangeness of the 
country, which he went to subdue, 
the originality of his speeches and 
proclamations, all created surprise 
and curiosity. Removed from the 
eye of envy, at a distance from the 
theatre of intrigue, where the best 
founded reputations are in a moment 
blighted, Bonaparte appeared always 
new, and consequently to French- 
men always great. Their painful 


anxiety on account of his defeat at 
b 2 | 
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Acre, was unexpectedly terminated, 


by the news of his arrival at Frejus. 


The wonder and the interest which 


are attached to extraordinary adven- 


tures, the misery in which France 
had been plunged, the threats of the 
factious, the defeats of our armies, 
the want which the Republic felt of 
a deliverer, were circumstances which 
concurred to bestow on Bonaparte the 
homage of an infatuated people. He 
passed through our southern pro- 
vinces amidst the most enthusiastic 
acclamations. Rumours of peace 
were spread as he advanced: it was 
forgot that he had fled from Egypt, 
like the children of Israel in for- 


mer times, pursued by the hosts of 


Pharoah ; the prayers of the people 
reached Paris before him; all parties 
surrounded and tried to gain this 


\ 
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L xii } 
miraculous man, who seemed to have 


returned triumphant from the land 
of the dead. ä 


At first he avoided all the snares 
laid for his ambition; he affected 
modesty, and appeared to devote 
himself to retirement. But, sud- 
denly, the scene changed : he had 
scarcely risen from the dinner given 
to him by the deputies, when, un 
mindful of respect for those who had 
invited him, he endeavoured to get 
rid of his new hosts. The represen- 
tatives of the nation, made subser- 
vient to him, went to St. Cloud to 
hold their last sitting. Perhaps Bo- 
naparte, on that day, was not 80 
great as those whom France saw 
yielding to his better fortune. If 
history consults the porter of the 


[ xiv |] 
orangery, instead of the journals of 
the hour, she will give to each a 
share of glory. Let historians cha- 


racterise this revolution; my pro- 


vince is to shew the consequences 
of it. 

Our representatives were so odi- 
ous, that altars of gratitude were 
raised to him who had delivered us 
from them; but our hopes went, un- 
fortunately, beyond the good which 
was intended to be produced: every 
head was filled with its own romance, 
and Bonaparte was the hero. The 


unhappy are credulous, and we were 


all unhappy. Royalists imagined 
that Bonaparte was destined to clear 
the foundation of the new throne of 
the Bourbons. Republicans believed 
that he had quitted his army in order 


** 
to chastise tyrants, and consolidate 
the republic. 2 


The brilliant dreams of all parties 
had filled the French with enthusiasm 
for Bonaparte, and for the day of 
18th Brumaire, (8th of November). 
Foreigners have better appreciated 
this revolution than we did at Paris, 
either because certain circumstances 
are best judged of at a distance, or 
because those who have less to hope 
for, are not so easily led astray by 
their wishes. The opinion of fo- 
reigners is every day confirmed; but 
Time, with us, plays mountebank 


tricks, and suffers us, only by daily 


degrees, to discover proofs of the 


falseness of our calculations. Time 
would, no doubt, suffice fully to 
convince those who still deceive 


r — —ä—ũ——ũ — — 


(xt ] 


cheracelves respecting the 18th Bru- 
= maire, (8th of November); but let 
me be allowed to quicken his pace, 
| 


and to draw aside, at once, the veil 
which, for political purposes, has 
been - dexterausly 1 over r the 
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FRANCE,” 
_ aprrn uE 
"REVOLUTION OF BONAPARTE, 


ON THE 8TH OF NOVEMBER; 17999. 


by - - 


34 4; : 
IN the present situation of France, hope, the 
faithful companion of the unfortunate, is her only 
remaining friend. I wish not to stifle its sooth- 
ing influence ; but I am anxious to direct it to its 
true object. The grossest of our errors has been, 
that we haye expected happiness from those who 
had no inclination, to bestow it; and that we 
have constantly trusted in men whose false con- 
ceptions of interest led them to betray us. Situ- 
ated as we now are, we make great progress in 
our pursuit after happiness, if we can discover its 
real source. Is it attainable through Bonaparte ? 
I will examine that question, by asking it of roy- 
alists and republicans, of France, of Europe, and 

of Bonaparte himself. Let it not be imputed to 
| ade | 
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me e that I desire to tarnish his glory: rather may 
it become more splendid, by deceiving our con- 
jectures, and by bestowing on France that bless- 
ing which she dares not expect from him. 


An opinion, formed during a revolution, becomes 
insensibly- the regulator of all our ideas in poli- 
tics, and of our prayers for private happiness, as 
well as national prosperity. In departing from this 
opinion, we see nothing but error and calamity ; 
for it is to us truth, wisdom, virtue, peace, and 

happiness 3. . we wish the world to be governed 
by it; and such is the weakness of poor mortal, 
that it is not enough to be happy, unless every 
individual be so in his own way, and according 
to his own system. Pursuing these reflexions, it 
will be perceived that Bonaparte has undertaken 
a very difficult task. Royalists look only for mo- 
narchy..... Republicans, on the contrary, see no 
safety but in a republic. Can he listen to both 
parties ?....Impossible ! Will he favour neither ?... 
Then he makes enemies of both. yg; wb 6 af- 
ternative but to declare for one or the other: he 
ought. therefore, to chuse that side which pro- 
mises the most lasting fame, the most solid ad- 
| Vantage, the most splendid, yet the calmest tri- 
umphs „and which, whilst it is the most conge- 
nial to the present age, will be 6 in by 


posterity 


T8 4 

In examining. the conduct of Bonaparte, it. is 

easy to see that he has not yet made his choice; 

and that he prefers the enmity nnn 
attachment of any one of them. | 


The Royalists have no reason to believe that 
Bonaparte labours for them. If he had been in- 
clined to listen to them, he would not have 
waged against them a war of extermination in 
the western departments. Ask the manes df 
| Toustaint and Frotte what are the intentions of 
the First Consul? Martyrs are never made of 
those who serve the cause you are engaged to 
protect. In the course of the revolution we have 
often seen the leaders of parties massacre those 
who were against them, but they have never or- 
dered their own friends to be shot. When 1 
heard of the death of the prisoners of La'Vendee, 
it would have grieved me to' find Bonaparte a 
royalist ; he might perhaps be' forgiven for de- 
stroying his enemies, but he could never eſface 
the shame of having butchered his friends. How- 
ever great may be the value of monarchy, it would 
be too painful to believe that it was W de 
purchased with the blood of royalists. 

B 2 
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Bonaparte, not contented to have ordered the 

execution. of royalists, has sought to give unpo- 
pularity to those princes, without whom mo- 
narchy is not to be looked for. All the world re- 
collects his marked expressions respecting the 
chiefs of the Bourbons. We ought to feel, that 
he who respects not misfortune, has no intention 
to remove its cause ; and it seems to be useless to 
appeal, for the laws of the ancient monarchy of 
France, to him who rejects the first law of Nature. 
Virtue in distress does not require my vindication; . 
Europe pities and admires it. True courage does 
not consist in exposing the body to the dangers 
of battle; that is a species of heroism now com- 
mon and almost hateful. The courage more 
rare, more affecting, more dignified, is that 
which enables us to support the frowns of for- 
| tune. 


Said, that The sublimest 
N 8 earth can shew to heaven, is a wi 
| er struggling with the storms of fate. It the 
versakility of fortune shöüld öne day put Bona- 
parte's courage to the test, Europe will then pro- 
nounce upon his 3 as a hero. 


There is in human FAY 30 strong an inclina- 
tion to believe what we hope for, that every idle 
tale has been adopted, every conjecture formed, 


(5 ] 

every token laid hold of, to strengthen the opl» 
nions conceived of Bonaparte. I think I see 
ropyalists hovering continually around the Thul 
leries, trying to discover a solitary fleur-de-lys, 
in order to justify their hopes. If Bonaparte's 
ambition gave room to other sensations, what 
must he have felt on the day when he took pos- 
session of that palace? Did he not fancy, in the 
night when he first slepped in the chamber of 
Louis XVI, that the melancholy shades of the 
kings of France wandered round his bed, and 
demanded that throne which he had usurped ? 
It is said that he appeared for a considerable 
time at the window where the grandson of Henry 
the Fourth sometimes shewed himself during his 
captivity. He must have seen, from thence, the 
spot where stood the scaffold of the royal family; 

but, if the fate of princes do not affect, Him, let. 

him reflect, that the usurpers of the monarchy 
have suecessively been overthrown in the place 
where he now is; for, at the Thuilleries, * 
ton, Brissot, and Robespierre, have all been 
hurled from the revolutionary throne, to finish 
their existence by the executioner's axe. This 
palace, for ten years past, has only served as an 
inn on the road to the scaffold. Woe to him 
who does not proſit by the lessons it presents on 
all sides! The father of Alexander employed 


7 * 
one of his courtiers to remind him every day that 


he was mortal: Bonaparte ought to encharge, 
not one of his courtiers, but a friend, to direct 
his attention every morning to the square of the 
revolution, and the ae. of the Magda- 


lenes. 


4 To return. to the royalists, The newspapers 
say that the theatres are going to bring out again 
Richard Coeur de Lion, This report is a source 
of hope to the royalists. For my part, I will not 
be deluded ; I shall say on my return from the 
representation, like the geometrician who. had 
| heard one. of Racine's tragedies, what have you 
| demonstrate? In the time of the monarchy, we 

were permitted at the theatres to applaud repub- 
licans, we were educated in the admiration of 
the Greek and Roman republics, and the court 
itself was not alarmed at the praises bestowed 
on Brutus. Bonaparte imitates the same kind of 
security: he places Kings in the same distant 
perspective, where they placed the Greeks and 
Romans, whose legislation we admired as an 
ideal policy not calculated for our manners nor 
for our times. It is easy thus to thrust kings 
into remote antiquity, and to confound the love 
we have for them with the interest inspired by 
the republics of Greece and Rome ! I have no 


17 
doubt that Bonaparte would read with pleasure 
an epic poem composed on Louis XVIII. if 
uch a masterpiece could persuade the people 
that this prince had been dead for several cen- 
turies, and that he had been the ent 2 
Eneas or Ulysoes" ! | h 


Besides, in permitting the n ot 
Richard Cœur de Lion, Bonaparte has only proved 
that he knows Frenchmen better than his pre- 
decessors; and as he knows them better he dreads 
them less. What has he to fear from Toyalists, 
who fight their enemies only with epigrams, and 
who are happy if they can find monarchy in's 
rhyme? The predecessors of Bonaparte reigned 
by terror; he invokes pleasure: the directors 
 8trove to divide and terrify the people; dhe first 
consul amuses and renders them eſſeminate. 
This method has succeeded: when he opened 
ball-rooms, he diffused more happiness 'thaw 
when he opened the prisons. In encouraging 
pleasure, in tolerating at the theatres ideas of 
monarchy, he says to the French: © You* seek 


happiness, go find it at the opera; you'wish . 
for a king, go find him at the theatre; sing, 
dance, amuse yourselyes, and let me reghe 
« over you in ese“ | a 


v , bl \ P : WE e 
/ F 4s 4 IS 


N 


r — ͤ—ö . . ˙¹ꝛ- ˙¹ ³ ⁰˙- e 


— ws A >. At AS Ga. 


—— 


r . — . ——_ c{ET_c—r T_T RR — 
| — ADS — E245» Leon. 


——— —_—  —— —— —— — _ o 


—ͤ—ũ w.. ———— —— oe 


— — ” . — 
4 
* 
' 


[8] 

But, says a royalist, it is evident that Bona⸗ 
parte is going to proclaim the king at Dijon, 
Why go so far? The people of Paris are always 
complaisant enough, and Bonaparte knows that 
their approbation is sure to follow whatever is 
done in the midst of them. Will they hesitate 


to approve of one whom they are expecting, 


after approving from the first moment him whom 


they did not expect? Or does he wish to ascer- 


tain the will of the majority? That will is easily 
known. One of his counsellors of state said, 
before the 18th. Brumaire, that 99 Frenchmen 
out of 100 asked for a king: nothing has since 
been done to occasion a diminution of this pro- 
portion. The prayer of the nation, I am certain, 
is unanimous; and the inhabitants of St. An- 
thony can answer on this point for the distant 
citizens of Beaune. It is now a month since 


Bonaparte announced in the newspapers his 


departure for Dijon; and Europe, deceived 
by this solemn assurance, is surprised to find 
that we have a government which dared to 
conceiye such distant projects, and which can 
look forward to events that are not to happen for 
three weeks. The truth is, that Bonaparte has 
no inclination to go to Dijon. He calculated, in 
the first place, that the report of his departure 


would excite the enthusiasm of volunteers, and 
facilitate 


| 1 3 
facilitate the means of procuring a fleeting place: 
on the other hand he knows, that if the misfor- 
tunes of the campaign should render his pre- 
sence with the army necessary, his departure 
will occasion less alarm after it had been for 
some time announced. In vain the newspapers 
still talk of his journey in the course of a fort- 
night; Bonaparte does not know what he shall 
do to-morrow. He dares not go to Dijon, lest 
he should leave behind him factions always ready 
to destroy him; he is afraid of remaining at 
Paris, at a time when powerful parties may be 
formed against him in the armies. In the 
morning he thinks of going to the Rhine; in 
the afternoon he wishes to be at Trebia. Shall the 
preservation of his frail goverment at home 
occupy his attention, or shall he go to dig out 
of their ruins the republics which he had 80 
recently founded in Italy? Does his destiny 3 
carry him to the North or to the South? He 
is at the mercy of undevelopped events. You 
desire to know what will become of an agitated 
wave? The tempest must give the answer.. 


Bonaparte can, by one signal, relieve France 
from the horrors of war, and escape himself 
from the embarrassments of a tottering domi- 
nion. If he does not make his declaration at 

0 
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this time, when perils press upon him, and when 
every body is ready to second him, we must 
believe that he does not intend it at all. Yet 
{ he has not to learn that moments are precious, 
and .that on the uncertain theatre of revolu- 
tionary events, nothing is so rare as oppor- 
tunity ; that what can be effected on one 
day, may not be possible the next; and that 
when the short period of enthusiasm is missed, 
we may be lost amidst the broodings of re- 
flexion, 


- — 
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Notwithstanding every uncertainty, the roya- 
lists indulge their hopes, whilst Bonaparte pur- 
sues his own ends. Their hopes are the steps 
to the throne which he is about to mount. If 
he sould succeed in consolidating his power 
there, and surmounting the obstacles which 
surround him, he will despise those of whose 
assistance he shall have availed, and who will 
again become his suppliants for their own con- 
cerns. When the fox got out of the well, by 
mounting on the horns of the goat, who 
in his turn wanted assistance; the fox an- 
swered him: © Farewell ; use all your efforts 
1 to get out; I must be gone, for 1 cannot 
| « stay here.” % | | 
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Why then are the royaliets, who form the most 
enlightened part of the nation, such easy dupes? 
Why do they so seldom see things in their true 
light? It is because the greatest number of 
them have not deigned to look into their own 
revolution, but have sought the causes of present 
events in the revolutions of Greece and Rome. 
They are versed in what passed at Rome on the 
sacred mount: they are ignorant of what is 
going forward in the Fauxbourg St. Antoine. 
They know how Marancelli brought about a 
revolution at Naples: they do not even now 
conceive what has been effected to produce one 
at Paris. They have read in Hume's history, 
that Monk restored to England its legitimate 
Sovereign : they conclude that Bonaparte will 
follow the same course. Thus they explain 
the present time by the history of past ages. 
But as the events of to-day have no resemblance 
to whatever before happened, the consequence 
is, that the learned have been almost uniformly 
mistaken, whilst instinct has judged better than 
reason. Besides, the royalists being insulated, 
without the power of assembling, have not had 
the advantage of that communication of ideas 
which produces intelligence : each has indulged 
his own reflexions, which have not been matured 
by collision with those of others. e have 

( 2 


(8 ] 
arisen those wild speculations and those vague 
systems, which have contributed to divide them 
into so many parties, and which still give weight 
to so many false opinions. By this want of 
intelligence, we find explained their want of 
courage. Courage requires a degree of confi- 
dence in the powers of the mind, and a degree 
of self-possession, which those are not endowed 
with who are insulated from their fellow beings, 
and who may be said to advance through a dan- 


gerous path with the trembling caution of men 
who are hoodwinked, | 


mere is likewise a great number of royalists, 
who invent a convenient system of hope, blended 
with ease to themselves, by expecting Louis 
XVIII, as the Jews do their Messiah, who will 
come, they say, when God pleases. They have 
done so little in the service of their cause, that 

they cannot be very difficult respecting the 
demonstrations of zeal in others. It is natural 
for them to impute intentions to Bonaparte, 
which justify to themselves their supineness. 
I know many a good royalist who sits indo- 
lently by his fire side, declaiming from morning 
till night against the cowardice of Frenchmen. 
If you ask them what they themselves have done 
for royalty, you expect them to answer that Bo- 
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naparte is employed for them. One of the 
greatest misfortunes of the present generation, 
and particularly of the rich, is their dependance 
on others. In order to educate children, a per- 
son is hired: When an affair of importance is to 
be transacted, another is entrusted with it: If it 
be only to mount guard, somebody else is sent. 
It is to be regretted, that substitutes cannot be 
found to die for them. When the Jacobins have 
any thing to do, they are their own agents: their 
cause is, therefore, better supported. If the 
royalists have hitherto succeeded badly, it is be- 
cause they have confided in others who had not 
so much at stake as themselves. 


We now come to the republicans....Do they 
dream of the republic, as the royalists do of mo- 
narchy ?.. No; they do not deceive themselves 80 
much as their too credulous adversaries. 


On what did the maintenance of the repub- 
lic depend? On the principles of national repre- 
sentation: but those principles did not survive 
the visit to St. Cloud; for you cannot give the 
name of national representation to the present 


E 1. 
obscure mass of tribunes and senators, who arg 
not named by the people, and to whom are dis- 
tributed, every morning at the Tuilleries, ge- 
neral orders for the discipline of their thoughts 


dung the day. 


The constitution of the third year was not a 
work of perfection. . I do not defend it; but, 
bad as it might have been, the maintenance of 
the republic depended on it. Every republican, 
and every one connected with the republic, had 
sworn to defend it: Bonaparte breathed on this 
monument of legislation, and it crumbled to 
dust, notwithstanding the pledged support of 
three or four millions of oaths. 


A fourth constitution was then taken out of 
one of the pigeon-holes of Sieyes; and General 
Lefebvre, according to orders given him, under- 
took to enforce the acceptance of it with the 
bayonct. The good people of France trembled, 
according to custom; and the new government, 
foreseeing this pliability, had proclaimed, before- 
hand, the acceptance they commanded. Re- 
publicans Where, then, is your boasted sove- 
reignty ? But I dwell too long on a constitution 
which nobody thinks about. Foreigners have, 
indeed, employed themselves in learned and cris 


6 
tical discussions of it; whilst, with us, the * 


after publication, it might be compared to those 


ancient ruins which are spoken of in remote 
countries, but which the inhabitants walk over 
with indifference. We even blushed at the 
sound of constitution, and, called this, in the be- 
ginning, a social compact; but the subject soon 
dropped altogether. 


The W have been told, for their congola- 
tion, that the republic now was not to consist 
of forms, but to be found in persons.... This has 


been enforced by a prodigal use of figures of the- 


toric, which have more effect on the minds of 
the multitude than studied reasonings. It was 
said, That a constitution is a pedestal which 


only gains notice from the statues placed upon 


it.“ This was followed up jocosely, by com- 
| paring a constitution to a building which is not 
to be judged of by its architecture, but by the 


people seen at the windows. Io pursue this 
metaphor, let us ask the republicans what per- 


sons have hitherto been seen at the windows? 
For my part, I have seen such vile company 
there, that I have been tempted to think it a 


house of bad fame. In the magistracy, I admit, 


some honest men have been received; but they 
seemed like exceptions to a system: for, when- 
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ever a virtuous and enlightened man was found 
among them, he was. sure to prove a royalist. 
Our republic was called chimerica}, when it had 
the forms of a republic : we must own that it is 
not less so now, when it depends on persons. 


Do you recollect the day when Bonaparte 
went from the palace of the Medicis, to take up 
his abode in the palace of the Tuilleries? Were 
you among the crowd which pressed to behold a 
new majesty ? The royalists saw some fleurs-de- 
tys, some signs of royalty: Did you, my dear 
Scevola, perceive any signs of republicanism? The 

sixty carriages, the six white horses, the liveried 
numbers... Did they recall to you any of the fa- 

i vorite ideas of equality? You, indeed, read an 
* inscription on a post at the Carouzel, containing 
these remarkable words: On this Spot royalty 
tag abolished in France, the 10th of August, 
| | * 1792;” but the wand of office, which Benezech 
1 | displayed, possessed not the magic power to 

shew you a republic raised in its stead. 

| Ihe liberty of the press has been called, thou- 
#2 vands of times, the palladium of the republic; 
| it was held sacred by all parties; even Robes- 
pierre respected it.. But now the prisons are 
filled with printers and booksellers: an hundred 

journals 
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journals have been suppressed in one day: Thus 
the mind is proscribed, and fame put' in. irons. 
The press, the people, and n. are sove- 
eigne dethroned. ad 5 


Bonaparte, — assured, has imbibed some 
notions of Eastern politics. Examine his con- 
duct; not a vestige of liberty can be traced: 
read his proclamations; you do not find mention 


made of the republic, He has given us, it is 


true, tribunes, consuls, prefects, and senators; 
but no republic. Where are now our Brutus? 
Let them shew themselves; Cæsar has N 
the Rubicon | a | tan 7 


Dine the progress of the revolution I have 
remarked that the things against which there has 
been the greatest clamor have always taken 
place. Much was said against two houses of 
legislation : we have had two houses. Much 
was said against dictators: we have a dictator, 
For ten years past the foreign faction has been 
denounced. : we now are governed by a gentle- 
man from Ajaccio. If the Jacobins were wise, 
they would not declaim, as they do against 
kings; for kings too may come again, Al- 
though Bonaparte may not yet have intended 
to re- establish monarchy, he has nevertheless 
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broken the republican spell, and rendered 
a republic impossible. Ever since the 18th 
Brumaire, we have accustomed ourselves to 
consider unity as the foundation of good order, 
and monarchical ideas are become the principles 
of public opinion. Royalty presents itself now 
to the people of France, as liberty did in 1789, 
| with all the charms of desire: every individual, 
| according to his fears or hopes, anticipates the 
predicament he shall be under with his king: 
some pray for pardon of faults already forgotten ; 
others claim the reward of their constancy ; the 
/whole nation see an end to their misfortunes. 
In-short, the progress of events and of ideas, 
forces us irresistibly with it; and as those who 
overthrew monarchy could not arrest the course 
of the revolution, so those who have strangled 
our infant republic cannot stop the returning 
tide of monarchy. 


But there are many men who are neither 
royalists or republicans ; who have not read 
Montesquieu, and know not the definitions of 
| Aristotle. The best government, according to 
their ideas, is that under which they can dance 
and vegetate at their ease. Men so importantly 
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decupied are easily pleased; their philosophy 
in submitting to their lot is wonderful; some 
of them have danced and vegetated very well 
under Robespierre. They now find every thing 
in great tranquility; they can go to the 
theatre without being incommoded with the tale 
of an insurrection, and they can walk at the 
Palais-Royal without being obliged to encounter 
seditious mobs. Such people know not of the 
bloody scenes of- civil wars in our western de- 
partments; of the villages there deserted, and 
fields uncultivated; nor of the loud murmurs of 
a famished people, whose bread is carried away, 
and whose sheltering hovels are destroyed. Is 
it not dreaded that despair will at last rouse 
the fury of the inhabitants of those provinces ? 
Although three-fourths of them have been put 
to the sword, yet will the bones of the dead 
rise up in vengeance. © Revenge, said an 
ancient writer, © gives strength to the dead, 
c and their ghosts will defend their sepulchres“ 
The departments, now stunned by superior force, 
will soon recover the passions of hatred, which 
their oppressions must have rendered habitual. 
They will soon be roused by the remembrance 
of the past, and their dread of the future. In 
the heart of the capital, you may expect to see 
an 2 of men with threatening brows, 
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whose looks proclaim a new revolution: they 
will be joined by the seditious, who had been 
dispersed, but who re- assemble at the signal of 
revenge; and folſdwing them will come that 
crowd of starving adventurers, gaping for plun- 
der, who are ready to assist in the destruction of 
every government. Already do murmurs of con- 
spiracies dismay the public; already does anar- 
chy resume its councils and hold its meetings. 
Government is reduced to the necessity of hawk- 
ing its apology among the populace, and may 
soon be obliged to issue its decrees from the 
midst of them. Perhaps the time is not distant, 
When all parties will no longer fight on their 
knees, but rise and wage desperate war. Then 
an opera box will be no place of safety, nor will 
it be enough to Sit on the defensive with no 
other weapons than fans. | ti 


You say that the cries of misery do not now 
awake your feelings. If it be so, suicides are 
more frequent than ever: we see every day in 
the midst of us, wretches, women as well as 
men, who rid themselves of life, rendered in- 
sufferable by the revolution, and who curse, at 
their dying hour, this world, which -affords them 
no asylum but the grave. Those who have cou- 
rage to live, devour their grief in privacy: they 
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Shun the eyes of a cold frivelius wall; con- 
cealing their tears and their wants more care- 
fully than if they were crimes. Ascend into 
garrets, penetrate the dark dwellings of despair; 
learn the terrible opinion there conceived in silence 
against those who govern: it will one day burst 
forth, like thunder from the heavens: woe to 
menen 

vet some have derived comfort Fr one of 
Mallet du Pan's late journals. We are in want 
of security, and we cling to every thing chat 
offers it. We dare not look around, lest the dan 
ger we are in should stare us in the face. Sitting 
on a flaming volcano, and surrounded by burning 
lava, we listen with avidity to the voice of a 
man who tells us from his closet that the crater 
is shut. If you go to Longchamp, you there find 
brilliant assemblies, and figures walking about 
in apparent security ; the luxury and pleasure 
of the place amuse you, and the contentment 
expressed in the countenances you meet, fills you 
have described a tempest, which they have 
experienced at the Cape of Good Hope : "the 
sky was serene, the sun hone bright, but 
the ocean was agitated, and the winds raged 
furiously from all quarters. Nothing is so dread: | 
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ful as this conttast between the calm and the 


tempest : it paints MN the situation of the 
| _— | . 


tad 


In the midst of our constant dissipation, 
there is one thing from which we are never 
seduced by our pleasures, whose idea is mingled 
with all our reflections, whose image soothes 
us in our adversities, and follows us into the 
tumult of our public amusements z I mean the 
expectation of peace with Europe. The atten- 
tion of the public is so completely filled with 
this consoling subject, that the usurpation of 
Bonaparte is scarcely thought of. This is, per- 
haps, the principal reason why he has so incon- 
siderable an opposition. Peace is the - grand 
object of desire, and France, exhausted, seems 
to have promised empire to him who can 
attain it for them. Can the new government 
2 it? | A 


nenn never shewed such hostile dispositions 
towards us, as she has done since Bonaparte 
1 seized on the reins of government. She is 
1 alarmed to find Jacobinism royalised, and better 
| able to spread its baneful influence in other 
States, by being under the will and dominion 
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of one man, If I am interrupted and told that 


our government is strong, I answer, without 
stopping to argue on the definition of that 
epithet, that it is precisely because we have 
a strong government that war is made against 
ns. The Jacobins were less to be dreaded, 
because their doctrines had became odious, and 
were destroying themselves; but all kings are 
interested in pulling down an usurper. England 
and Austria did negociate with the Directory, 
but they have refused to listen to the proposals 
of the first consul. The usurpation of Bona- 
parte is more atrocioys than any which pre- 
ceded. Those who have governed France until 
now, had been thrust into power by the torrent 
of the revolution; and they were besides 80 
numerous, that no one was singled out by hate, 
nor did particular responsibility attach to any one. 
But Bonaparte mounted the throne himself; 
and spurned from him all who could partake of 
power. He alone concentrates universal atten- 
tion; his supreme authority, raised on the wreck 
of the monarchy and of the republic, is the point 
towards which the coalition of Europe is directed; 
kings can aim a better blow now that the hy- 
dra has but one head. They will not lay down 
their arms when they have found the enemy 
whom they have hitherto sought with more zeal 
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than they have fought. Let the present state of 
the alles be considered: ., the imagination can 
scarcely keep pace with the brilliant successes of 
the Germans and Russians during the last cam- 
paign; and the English have, more than ever, 
established their empire on the Mediterranean, 
and on the ocean. It is not probable, that vic- 
tors will descend from their triumphal car, in 
order to compound with a revolution whose me- 
naces obliged Europe to take arms, and to treat 
with a government whose successes will encou- 
rage all the wanderings of nn. and make 


def e jy Hh tremble. 


Even the en of our government proceeds 
from a cause not calculated to make the rest of 
Europe trust us. Government is strong, only 
because war puts extraordinary means in its 
power; Bonaparte is aware, that the constitution 
of the eighth year, which made him Consul, will 
de nothing after it shall cease to receive the pro- 
tection of the bayonet. An usurper, whatever 
personal qualities he may possess, cannot reign 
in the affection of the people; but the armies, 
which he maintains to govern at home, must 
create distrust among his -neighbours : besides, 
if he has rivals whom he dreads, he must remove 
them, by sending them to fight his foes....If it be 
necessary 
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necessary to quiet discontents among the people, 
he turns their turbulent passions to the frontiers: 
so that war is necessary to the maintenance of a 
recent usurpation. The usurper, then, and par- 

ticularly he who owes his power to the military, 

cannot offer any security for his treaties; and 

nobody feels disposed to make peace with a 

man who constantly grasps the handle of his 

sword. 6111's 1 140 
Negotiations have not succeeded with Bon 

parte: he, therefore, tells his soldiers, that the 

way to peace is through victory; but that path 
is more difficult than ever.. To be convinced of 
this, look at our armies. ., The men who have 
acquired so much glory, are now scatcely clothed. 
The conquerors: of the world are obliged to beg 
alms 3. . they want the first necessaries of life; 
and General Lecourbe has only been able to give 
blows to those who asked for bread. The public 
treasury is empty, and the commissaries with- 
draw, because they can get no more money to 
make amends for the disgraces they undergo. 

If we are unsuccessful in the ensuing campaign, 

J do not know how our armies can be fed, but 

by eating Englishmen, like comrade Matthew, 

in the desarts of Siberia. In the midst of this 
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distress, the defenders of our country cast a look 
behind ;....they are ill disposed to pursue their 
usual road to victory; cold reflection has suc- 
ceeded enthusiasm ;....for misery creates apathy. 
Bonaparte, when he began the campaign of Italy, 
said to his soldiers, You have neither ammu- 
* nition or clothes; we shall find both beyond 
the Appenines.” But Italy, and all other ac- 
cessible countries, are already ravaged ; we have 
left nothing among them but the detestation of 
the French name, and the cursed memory of our 
revolution. Our soldiers cannot find there ejther 
the: clothes still promised them, or the ammuni- 
tion which they stand in need of. They went 
formerly to battle, crying out, * Long live the 
.* Republic ;” for the republic, they supported 
the rigors of seasons, the fatigues of war, and 
hunger, and thirst, and braved death itself: but 
now for what is it they are to suffer? For whom 
are they to fight? I fear that those, who shed 
BE OY e e e ee 
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The ploy obitinately a to fol the 
amy and prefer a wandering life in the woods, 
before the misery which awaits them in camps: 

the soldiers desert in crowds, in Italy and on the 


. 
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There has „been much bossting about the en- 
thusiasm of the young Parisians, who are said to 
enlist under the standard of Bonaparte: the truth 
is, that the batallion of the First Consul contains 
only 75 volunteers: the government has made 
a great noise about them, and has held them up 
to public view, as bird-catchers do with birds, 
to entrap others. In vain has General Dumas 
revived the eloquence of the recruiting —— 
his voice has only been heard in newspapers: the 
greatest part of those who offer their services to 
Bonaparte, ohly do so because they expect peace; 
and, with it, release andSwreward: When the 
eampaign opens, it is necessary to have men de- 
termined to meet death; but Bonaparte has only 
men who wish to Ve; and who will forfeit their 
engagements the moment government fails in its 
promises, and tries to direct towards war W 
enthiuslibr Which — brag „ 
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r * Bonapante sure that the denten _—_ 
nestly serve a master who was once their com- 


rade, and that they will submit to make con- 
queats by Which be alone 58 to" profit? "They 
| ; . 
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know that every victory will increase the power 
of the First Consul ; and that, the more they ac- 
quire fame, the more do they elevate him above. 
themselves. Already do Bernadotte and Mac- 
donald, companions of his fortunes, who have 
followed him in his most glorious successes, 
testify their dissatisfaction in the most marked 
terms; and refuse to lend their aid to his new 
Hons of war. 


4 ene. feels his critical situation; he knows 
that his renown, his credit, his power, depend 
on one battle; and that a cannon, fired on the 
frontiers, can overthrow his feeble fabric of 
power and greatness at Paris; therefore, he sin- 
cerely desires peace... Let me suppose, for a mo- 
ment, that he succeeds: As we greet, without 
examination, whatever we wish to possess, we 
shall receive it, as we did liberty, without know- 
ing whether it be founded on principles which 
can ensure its enjoyment. But we ought not to 
desire merely peace; we ought to pray for a wise 
and a durable peace, which can repair the mis- 
fortunes of the revolution, and be transmitted as 
a sacred inheritance to our children. It is not to 
be obtained by the intrigues of negotiation, nor 
is it to be found in the intoxication of viatory. 


WS? 


The Directory signed a peace....the peace of 
Leoben. What remains to us of that peace which 
our soldiers gained with their blood, and which 
France, during six * of miserable . 
had wished for? ＋ 

| ent 


Europe has fought against the principles of our 
revolution more than against ourselves. The 
peace which we shall make with foreigners, de- 
pends materially on that which we shall make 

among ourselves: the smallest symptoms of re- 
volution will always arm Europe against us; not 
on account of the concern which kings take in 
our internal tranquility, but from the fear of our 
disturbing theirs; it is a necessary policy of the 
coalesced powers, to make France turn her at- 
tention to her frontiers, whenever they are seri- 
ously alarmed respecting the principles of her 
government. Our friendship, therefore, with other 
nations, depends upon our resumption of princi- 
ples of moderation and justice, which are the 
bases of good order; but whilst our government 
pursues other maxims, the republic is considered, 
by foreign nations, as a great lazaretto, with 

which it is necessary to cut off all communica» 
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tion. Bonaparte, I grant, held out a spirit of 
moderation which was applauded by all the 
world; but he cannot always follow his own sys- 
tem : he is the slave of events, and must bend to 
circumstances, in place of following the dic- 
tates of his mind. The death of Toustaint and 
Frotte makes us tremble for what he may yet do: 
he who murdered a child, and a disarmed enemy, 
when his ambition met with no opposition, will 
shed torrents of blood when disastrous events 
alarm him. War is not the only excuse for rigor 
in a new government: let Bonaparte's situation 
be considered, in order to convince us that he 
must frequently have recourse to violent mea- 
sures, for the maintenance of his authority. He 
has to encounter the feelings of individuals, re- 
specting private rights; the pretensions of poli- 
tical parties; and our ancient prejudices: if he 
do not wait until time shall destroy those enemies, 
he must take up arms against them, and every 
trial of his power will be a new shock to hu- 
manity. What are the principles which direct 
an usurper in adopting measures for the establish- 
ment of his government? A false view of his own 
interest, and a desire to remove all obstacles to 
his will. When he forms a resolution, whoso- 


ever shews his spirit by pee . is an enemy 


ES 


who must be destroyed: whosoeyer - attracth 
public notice, or betrays symptoms of indepen- 
dance, are rivals who must be got rid of, He 
Suffers no dignity but what flows from 
him, nor any power but what is stamped 
by his momentary - caprice.. If his laws be 
good, they will be carried into effect, without 
opposition ; if bad and ridiculous, the bayonet 
will compel their execution, You must die, 
said Octavius to a people who implored his 
clemency : it is the speech of all usurpers, whose 
power is disputed. Such is the invariable pro- 
gress of a government, whose stability is not 
rooted in the opinions of the people, nor in 
sound principles; blood is required to inspire 
fear, and blood is again required for revenges 
_ to ence enemies, 


This may appear to be exaggerated, In the 
midst of a calm we do not foresee the storm. 
Accustomed to live for the present day, we only 
judge of men and of events from partial views, 
without considering that new circumstances 6c- 
casion new principles of politics. Men are not 
naturally cruel, and do not shed blood, without 
proposing some advantage to themselves or do 
othere. Robespierre was savage, only because 
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be dreaded his adversaries : without them he 
would have evinced himself a moderate man. 
It is well known that Nero, for two years, had 
all the virtues of Titus, and that he regretted 
having been taught to write, when he was 
obliged to sign a death-warrant. But in the 
revolutions By empires, and in a crisis of despo- 
tism, every thing returns to chaos, and every 
man defends his prey with the nearest weapons : 
mankind is to be pitied in the midst of this 
disorder. Full of such truths, the greatest part 
of the French hope for and dread future events; 
and our situation cannot be better depicted, than 
by that mixture of hope and fear, of distrust and 
security, by which we are at present caracte- 
rised. 


Internal tranquility was not to be expected 
from republican liberty; nor shall we find it 
under the despotism of a consul dictator. 
Despotism, hawever it may be supposed to 
controul the spirits of the people, is a turbu- 
lent government ; it has no fixed principles. In 
this respect it resembles democracy, and there- 
fore we have passed insensibly from one to the 
other. We have fallen suddenly from a republic 


o the decayed government described by Montes. 
quieu , 
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quieu, which cannot subsist either with soldiers or 
without them. It Bonaparte were an Augustus 
or an Antonine, his comrades in arms would 
disturb his possession of the power which 
they have acquired for him. Men who for 
ten years have had no profession but that of 
war, who know no right but that of conquest, 
and who have no fortune but their bayonets, 
must occasion constant alarm to government, 
which will be often obliged to submit to the 
conditions they impose, and to abandon the 
citizens to the rapacity of the janissaries. The 
strength of the bayonets has been tried at St. 
Cloud; they will not stop there. Bonaparte's 
own example may encourage. his rivals ; and his 
government, possessing no moral strength, will 
fall before that of the military, Republicans would 
then find themselves in the midst of a new reyo- 
lution, where cartridges would become their 
rights of men, and their sanctuary of the law 
be a park of artillery. After having been the 
prey of factious tribunes, it only remains for 
France to be ravaged by turns, by the pretorian 
bands, and by the successors of Alexander. 
Already do the troops which are marching to 
the army of reserve, spread alarm in the neigh» 
bouring provinces. Frenchmen, cease to de-: 
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plore your past misfortunes, reserve yarir tears 
"oy miseries yet to come 


It is said that Bonaparte proposes to discard 
the Jacobins: but he will be obliged to re- in- 
state them, when surrounded by greater diffi- 
culties. He has often testified a detestation of 
their principles ; but I do not believe him to 
be very sincere in his antipathy against a system 
which placed him on the throne; he is toq 
great a gainer not to be grateful; he is aware 
that if he indulged a hatred against revolutionary 
ideas he should encourage the discussion of his 
own rights ; ; and that he cannot direct the pub- 
lic mind against the J acobins, without drawing 
attention to himself. Therefore is it why he 
preserved those republican forms by which we had 
been kept in subjection, nar can it be supposed 
that he will long detach from him those whose 
principles paved the way for his power, and 
who can assist in maintaining it by the ue in 
which they are held. 5 


j 
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One of -Bonaparte's ee errors was, that 
he suddenly set aside the revolutionary opinions, 
without taking the precaution to guard him self 
against their future influence. The monster 
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whom he vanquished on the 18th Brumaire, 
(8th of November) is not dead ; he is still near 
him; he measures the throne with a menacing 
eye. The usurper seized the reins of power 
from a depraved democracy, from anarchy'and 
confusion; but his - illegitimate authority, the 
excesses and the errors which he commits, 
awaken vengeance and revolt. Despotism can, 
for a while, subdue terrified factions; but the 
cries of despair which are raised under a mili- 
tary government, penetrate by degrees through 
the nation, until they are made to resound in the 
inmost recesses of the palace; and we then see 
democracy again produced amidst the horrors 
of renewed confusion. The nation, thus go- 
verned, at one time trodden by despotism, and 
next desolated by anarchy, is condemned to the 
punishment of Sisyphus. In vain will Bona- 
parte either flatter or terrify the Jacobins; ex- 
perience has shewn, that he cannot wade back 
with impunity through the stormy seas of the 
revolution; and that the abyss can only be 
closed, by opposing to destructive principles 
the ingurmountable barrier of a government in- 
terested in their destruction. A popular reyo- 
lution is an extensive plague : if you have pro- 
fited by this scourge of society, and then made 
terms with it, there will always remain of it 
F 2 
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more than enough to destroy you : you have no 
right to decry its zavages; for justice alone can 
raise its voice Wer. iniquity. If any human 
institution can stop the torrent of those bloody 
abuses and cruel vexations, which compose a 
revolution, it must be a legitimate govern- 
ment. a nd of; 1 


Bonaparte, it is further said, intends to recall 
a great number of emigrants. The manner in 
which the commission has been formed, which 
is to decide the fate of so many victims, does 
not prove his intentions to be very sincere. 
Although they -may be recalled, he does not 
propose to restore their property. Are they to 
return like poor Lazarus, at the gates of the 
upstarts who are in possession of their estates? 
It seems as if life was granted to them at the 
expence of honour, and that they must be de- 
graded before being made citizens. Government 
seems to say to them : We consent to recall 
4 you; but before coming among us, you must 
< approve of all that has been done in your 
absence: you must confess that we were 
right in treating you as criminals, in robbing 
« you, in burning your dwellings, in murder- 
ing your wives and disinheriting your chil. 
dren. We do recall you; but you must 
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et gupport our revolution; you must arm to 
* maintain the principles you have been fight- 
ing against; and you must, with us, watch 
cover the safety of those who imprisoned your 
« families, and keep possession of your paternal 
« extates.” So the government speaks : yet 80 
great is the impatience of the emigrants of 
both sexes, and of all ages, to put an end to 
a long series of calamities, and such theirdesire 
to revisit their native soil; that they” trust to 
promises. They forget that the power which 
recalls them to day, cannot insure their safety 
to-morrow : that the protection of one party 
is the signal of persecution from another: and 
that the followers of Marius will one "ay DE — 


«cribed by Sylla. 


J have proved that there is no safety for the 
nation under the present government. It will 
not be less difficult to shew tliat the government 
itself has no secure foundation. The more the 
nature of it is examined, and the more we try to 
find out its solidity, we perceive more strongly 
the mortal signs of its fall. On what principle is 
it maintained ? Let me set aside, for a moment, 
the idea of terror, which is the main- spring of all 


1 55 | 
new governments; and, forgetting past trage- 
dies, suppose that it depends on the hope of 
better times. This hope has brought back to 
Bonaparte a great number of Frenchmen; but 
they are but a weak dependance : I lament the 
want of better security. I observe already, in 
our new-born government, all the vices which 
occasioned the downfall of the old monarehy ; 
but none of the ideas or principles by which old 
States are preserved. Qur manners are corrupted, 
the public morals are relaxed, the citizens are 
selfish, the disorder of the finances is at its 
heighth ; but the new government is not pro- 
tected by a respect for customs, by the force of 
habit. which makes us respect even what we dis- 
approve of; and by prejudices which prevail, 
when laws cannot be put in practice. Philoso- 
phers may tell me, that prejudices can preserve 
nothing; I answer, that they err most egregi- 
ously: no prejudice is greater than theirs which 
supposes that a state can exist without preju- 
dices. Prejudices are not always errors, they 
are frequently the amicable decisions of judg- 
ment, on points which men have not leisure to 
investigate; they are opinions taken up on good 
authority, and may be called sacred truths, 
Wbere there are no prejudices, there is nothing 
to be relied on; none of that moral strength 
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which unites opinion; none of that enchantment 
which ought to surround power: every individual 
thinks himself authorised to discuss the law be- 
fore he obeys it, and to scrutinise the decrees of 
government before submitting to them; the peo- 
ple reason respecting persons, as well as things ; 
and where every one reasons, nothing can be re- 
spected. The moral world is divided into sects ; 
society into factions. There is a perpetual revo- 
lution of rulers, and of the manners of the peo- 
ple: from those causes, the republics of Greece 
have perished, and so will ours. . Ihe bayonet 
may, for a moment, supply the want of the poli- 
tical charm of obedience, but it cannot inspire 
the respect, love, and confidence, on which the 
Stability of empire depends. The Jews, whose 
scattered remains still form a nation in the midst 
of other nations, owe this distinction to ancient 
prejudices. Monarchical impressions subsist 
among ourselves; they have survived the over- 
throw of the throne, through the prejudices which 
long strove to prevent its ruin. The nobility have 
been destroyed; yet, the people cannot help 
feeling respect for an ancient institution; and the 
most zealous partizan of equality looks upon a 
ci- devant prince with a very different eye from 
that which he casts on a simple citizen. Our 

present government is not only not supported by 
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prejudices, but it is opposed by all those which 
it has destroyed. At the end of ten years, our 
monarchical ideas carry us back towards monar- 
chy, whilst the three republican constitutions 
which have succeeded the ruins of each other, 
leave not a wreck in our remembrance. Our 
present government might fall, wiſhout exciting 
surprise; yet we cannot conceive why royalty 
was exploded. We submit ta the destruction 
of what we have seen created; but we res- 
pect what has existed from our infancy. We 
have a lasting reverence for institutions whose 
images are mixed with our earliest impressions, 
and which are interwoven with all our thoughts. 
The instance of Cromwell will, perhaps, be cited 
against me. But Cromwell, in order to obtain 
his short- lived elevation, had at least respected 
some of the prejudices of his country, and called 
tohis aid all the delusions which he could borrow 
from an affectation of religion. Bonaparte ne- 
glects that morality which has survived through- 
out the revolution, and which is eternal and 
powerful as the divinity who gives it vigour. 
He bas indeed ordered a pompous funeral for 
Pius VI: we know that a philosopher takes 
great pleasure in getting rid of a Pope; but we 
have read his decree concerning Pius VI, with 
the same feelings that we did his invocations 

to 
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to Mahomet: An affectation of respect towards 
a cqrpse, is widely different from that protection 
which he owes to the religion of his country ; 
to religion, which gives respect to human insti-, 
itutions; and existence to empires, 


The consular gevernment is supportable only 
because the directors are fresh in our remem- 
brance, Detestation of the Jacobins occasions half 
of the love borne towards Bonaparte : when the 
insignificance of the Jacobins shall be felt, and 
when the memory of recent oppressions fades, the 
grievance of ugurpation will be complained of. 
It is easy to appear great after Merlin, and just 
and generous after Lareyeilliere : but Bona- 
parte's comparative excellence will Sink in pro- 
portion as his predecessors are forgot. Tacitus 
says, that the finest day after tyranny is the first: 
Bonaparte had but one fine day, and that was 
the morrow of the 18th of Brumaire (8th ot No- 
vember). Tallien, Legendre and Barras, were 
gods after the 9th of Thermidor, (28th. J uly), 
but the people demolished their altars as soon 
as they forgot Robespierre. France may be 
compared to a man who is cast by shipwreck 
on a desert roek : the impression of his recent 
danger, and the sight of the horrors which sur- 
round him, make him return thanks ta heaven 
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and bless the "barren rock which is his asylum ; 
but when daylight appears, and the sea becomes 
calm, if he discovers at a distance an inhabited 
country,” his (anxiety makes him overlook the 
space of separation; his rock becomes frightful 


to him, and in his impatience to leave it, he is 
; Wer e the aar, of the a, 


What Aue can bind the gather" to 4 govern! 
ment, which evinces symptoms of decay in its 
earliest infancy, and which threatens to bury in 
its ruins, chose who embrace its protection? It 
has not yet shewn any thing but an” hetern- 
geneous mixture of elements which. destroy 
each other, and of interests which are at vari- 


ance. On one hand I see a king who proclaims | 


4 of extermination against royalists; on the 
dther hand, a republic which cannot consolidate 
itself but by renouneing republicanism : I see 
a government which cannot exist without revo- 
| Hitionary' ideas,” and which is' always ready to 
_ perich with them. I perceive nothing but a 
perpetual and monstrous maze of contradiction: 
| OY AS ret, because no neu name 
can be found. | 3% 
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| of the most adverse factions, and the legislature 
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is composed of those who pursue the most 
opposite views. Each party endeavours to wrest 
power into their own hands, and by their strug- 
gles government is continually shaken out of 
its seat. When the first consul has an object to 
gain, his agents are sure to cabal in favour of 
another. The circular orders of the minister of 
the poliee are contradicted by those of the mi- 
nister of the interior. Each party explains the 


law according to their oon wishes, and carry 


it into execution according to their opinions ; 
royalists and republicans are reciprocally oecu- 
pied in undoing what the others have done. It 
would seem that the anarchy which had 80 
long agitated the nation, is -now wholly trans- 
ferred to their rulers, The system of balancing 
opposite interests is abandoned; but we are not 
better off by finding it succeeded by alarming 
warlike conflicts. Those who ought to unite 
for their common safety, are opposed; even 
terial offices are become ſorges of sedition; go- 
yernment, which ought not to care gbout the 
conspiracies of the people, who know that it 
is conspiring against itself, fills the prisons with 


as many pretended conspirators as the directory 
did; jealousies and hatred reign every where, 


from the dens of the Jacobins th the 'couticiof* 
62 
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Bonaparte. A veil has been attempted to be 
thrown: over one ministerial conspiracy, and some 
fraternal. intrigues, directed against the govern- 


ment. At a time when it makes a parade of 


its strength, it is natural to conceal a conspiracy 


f which would betray its weakness. Rœderer, a mi- 
nisterial journalist, has satisfied us that it did ex- 


ist, ot telling us very aukwardly that it did not, 
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euere has not united them in affection 


and opinion. After such a revolution as our's, 


our attention remains fixed on those whom we 


dread ; and the spirit of faction has preserved 


no eyes but those of hate. Royalists watch 
- only Lamarque and Fouche, and Jacobins Bar- 
thelemi. Bonaparte has increased the enmity 
of factions against him, by endeavouring to 
conciliate them. One side does nothing but 
accuse him of usurping the authority of his 
king, the other is equally loud in complaining 
that he has superseded republicanism. He is 
e by curses and — 151 
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— give us such serious alarm, the primary 
principle from which it is derived, is not more 
satisfactory. One man is the main-spring ; the 


eo 
whole republic depends on Bonaparte; his will 
is our social compact ; his caprices are laws; 
and the great nation, as it- is called, hinges on 
the fate of this man. I am so impressed with 
this idea, that I every morning enquire with 
anxiety after the health of Bonaparte: when he 
is well, I think the republic prospers ; when he 
is indisposed; I think the republic sickens; 
when he rides on horseback, I fancy that the 
republic is mounted behind him, When Bona- 
parte goes to Dijon, the republic will quit 
Paris; and whenever the mind of the first 
consul shall be deranged, the republic will be 
a chaos. There is no security for Europe in a 
government which depends on bad diges- 
tion, on an apoplexy, on the bursting of a2 
blood- vessel, or a sudden fever.“ If the re- 
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| * In. n bereditary monarchy, which is much better cal- 
culated for internal | tranquility than any elective power, 
the chief never dies. Every election. is a new revolu- 
tion. In the decayed empire, there yi 
space of 160 years, and \consequently. there were nearly 
50 many revolutions ; for power rarely passed into nem 
hands without a violent shock: In the space of thirteen 
centuries, France has had only 63 kings, whose acces- 
dions were seldom preceded by disorder, because their rights 
were ascertained. We must therefore conclude, that here- 
ditary monarchy is best calculated to repair the mischiefs | 
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public, thus transformed into one man, should 
fail us, I do not know what would be left 

in its stead. We reflect with horror on Wwhat 
had preceded, we look forward with dismay 
to what may follow. Great part of its credit is 
owing to the bitter remembrance of the past; 
its present existence is owing to our dread of the 
future. I should like to know what were the 
feelings of the frogs,” when Jupiter threw-a log 
among them for their king: such a discovery 
would perhapsexplain the feelings of the French 
towapds their first congul. In order to destroy 
any momentary attachment in faypur of a repub- 


4 he, and to crush Bonaparte's sceptre, the nation 


must be cured of the desperate disease of fear, 
and the auspicious morn of happiness must 
dawn on the wreck of the ron system. 
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of popular elections, and prevent the n which will 
ensue from military elections. It is monarchy yrhich must 
trahquillixe France and Europe. This truth yas some time 
ago proclaimed hy the author of Studies of Nature, who 
is esteemed by all parties, and now a member of the con- 
vetvative chats; he says: „ If ons man can form the 
“ hopes of the whole human race, it is a: king of France. 
He reigus over his subjects by their attachment 3 France 
e Wen "w. 
ny nn hun 
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6 We ebe eee is established 
on the exploits of Bonaparte, and: founded on 
the enchantment of his glory. But, What is 
this enchantment to à restless and reasoning 
people, with whom so much pains is taken to 
make them philosophers? Philosophy will: not 
be dazzled : in her eyes admiration is stupidity; 
and glory an empty sound. Amongst 4 nation 
of pilosophers, the most robust constitution 
laurels become tivigs io him who depends on 
be expected that any man should be supported 
by the eclat af his name, when the monarchy 
could not be defended by the glory of: its innu- 
merable triumphs, and by the admiration of 
fourteen centuries. Bonaparte himself knο. 

well how to appreciate this n of 
prove that: he places no es! reliance ant 
en mm 2 & aidewvor 
[2 is has eratis 1 50 544. 
Q - This ad 1 no W on those 
who are near him: he is at best a shining star 
in the midst of a darkened galaxy. The agents 
of government are not more respected now;thats 
when under the directory; tribunes are not moe 
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revered than were representatives; and when 
some public functionary is named; who is 
esteemed, wie are obliged to eſface the impres- 
Sion of his office, by saying he is an honest man: 
The pompous costume of the counsellors of state, 
does not prevent the public from laughing at 
their excellencies ; and We see some field - mar- 
shals of our new emperor, who regret that they 
are not serjeants still under their king. In beg= 
ging employments, nothing is thought of but 
the means they may present of extorting money. 
The honours which the consul lavishes, honour 
nobody; his approbation receives not the echo 
of praise; the standard of example which he 
sets, has no followers. In short the government 
does not reign in the opinion of the people, and 
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public: opinion, is a clear proof that it is unfa- 
vourable to government. Lest truth should 
shake off its fetters, and arouse the stifled spi- 
rits, four or five thousand agents of the police 
are on the watch day and night, to pry into the 
thoughts of the citizens. It has been said, that 
the best government is that which occupies the 


| attention of nobody : 3 the inqui- 
5 | sition 
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sition which surrounds us, puts us constantly. iin 
mind of ours, and occupies our nttegtign aa 
the means of EO: 


Bonaparte wing pads in attem ptin 30 
govern by opinion, now addresses himself to the 
divinity of the French, the goddess of fashion. 
He endeavours to put his laws under her pro- 


tection, and to dazzle us with the splendor of 


luxury; but the time is yet too recent when po- 
pularity was sought for under rags; and we are 
astonished to see so sudden a transition from the 
tomb of Diogenes to regal state. The magnifi- 
cence presented to our eyes, forms a distressful 
contrast with the misery of the people; and the 
golden stirrups of Bonaparte lose their intended 
effect with the man who cannot buy bread for 
his family: it is, besides, worthy of remark, that 
riches in France have lost their usual estimation, 
since they have been monopolised by jobbers and 
upstarts; fortune has lost part of her charms in 
the arms of her new favorites; and the splendor 
of gold is not more efficacious for the protection 
of the COIL, than lam which is not at- 
tached to It 


Ap although 
we are but indifferent judges of this subject, I 
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shall venture my opinion. It is true, that Bona- 
parte, in the field of battle, has gained brilliant 
successes; but successes give reputation, not 
glory. Let a man raise himself to fortune's sum- 
mit, he is a phenomenon which the vulgar gaze 
at with admiration ; but the wise man is not 
dazzled ; he discovers the spots in this luminous 
body, and its brilliancy is but phosphorus matter. 
A great man, one born for glory, has always an 
illustrious object in his mind, towards which he 
directs his noblest thoughts, and the most dis- 
tinguished actions of his life. The life of a great 
man is like a drama, represented before surround- 
ing nations, who are attentive spectators. In 
order to admire the work, and pronounce it de- 
serving of immortality, it is not enough that it 
shall contain some good scenes, and some happy 
incidents; it must be seen to the denouement; 
it must lead to one object, and it must excite an 
uniform interest throughout. A man may at- 
chieve splendid deeds ; but, if he has not in view 
one great end, he may, by chance, acquire glory, 
but not by his own genius ; he is a distinguiched 
adventurer, but not an hero. It is not enough 
to see some feats of a prince, a minister, or a 
general, in order to appreciate their glory; the 
whole tenor of their politieal lives must be em- 
braced in one view. Therefore, posterity alone 
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can proclaim an hero; and it is only in a funeral 
oration that you can pronounce on a great man. 
France, in its agitated state, knows not yet what 
is the object to which Bonaparte directs his views; 
So that it is impossible to form a judgment on the 
means which he has employed, and still makes 
use of; we know not his merits, nor his glory. 
When we find out the enemies against whom he 
combats, we can make a just estimate of his 
courage; and when we see the obstacles he sur- 
mounts, we can appreciate his strength; but we 
have then seen him only in the shade: we hear, 
indeed, a voice which commands us to bow;down 
to the ground, but we wait for the dawn of day, 
to shew us whether it be the ANTS SN 
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waa chall be 7, Severe, W it wil 
be said, already place Bonaparte in the list of 
heroes: but foreigners have heard of his actions 
without looking at their consequences; and they 
have seen him in that distant perspective which 
is fayorable to illusion. But we have been less 
seduced by theatrical effect, because we have 
seen the hero behind the scenes. Have we not, 
besides, the right to call in question the value of 


laurels which have cost us so dear? When the 
. of Bonaparte are sounded in the presence 
21 0 
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of 200,000 fathers of families, they recall the re- 
membrance of their children....I should be sorry if 
government derived no support but from a glory 
which occasioned such direful recollections. 


* If Bonaparte be not a great man, you will, 
* at least, acknowledge that he is a successful 
f* one.” I know that this is a phrase which all 
the world repeats; and, under the speciousness 
attached to it, the destinies of a great people 
would depend upon a single man. The back is 
turned on virtue under misfortune; nothing is to 
be apprehended from those under adversity: but 
an usurper is feared ;...we attach ourselves to his 
triumphal car, and a fawning people burns in- 
dense on the altars of fortune. Weary of finding 
our wisdom so often deceived, and now recog- 
nizing only the strong side, we trust our country 
to a blind destiny, and chance becomes our di- 
vinity. Let, the good fortune of Bonaparte is not 
infallible ;....the plains of Acre give recent proofs 
of this;....the wrecks of the army of Egypt will 
convince France that his enterprises are not al - 
ways conducted with wisdom, and favored by 
fortune; and it is Africa that will reveal to Eu- 
rope me secret of his errom, and of his defeats. 
Besides, the opinion entertained of his good for- 
tune is but illusory; those who are seduced by 
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it, are afraid to investigate the foundation of their 
belief, lest it should yanish : they may disguise 
their fears; yet all the world thinks that the go- 
vernment is temporary and provisional; they a- 
muse themselves provisionally ; they take pos- 
session of employments provisionally; they do 
every thing provisionally ; they live provisionally:; 
they scarcely dare to undertake a long journey, 
or begin any serious business; the sources of cir- 
culation are stopped ; the merchant is idle in his 
counting-house ; the banker sits on his money 
chest; every thing presents to us a government 
of future contingencies ; every one is afraid to 
look forward ; it is doubtful from what quarter 
light will arise, or the thunder roll. Uneasiness 
is not produced by war alone ; it is produced by 
the instability of the government, and the expe- 
rience already acquired of fortune's fickleness.... 
Witness the fears of the purchasers of national 
domains ;—they are far from thinking Bonaparte 
always fortunate, and the republic immoveable. 
Since Bonaparte is become the head of the _ 
national property meets with no buyers 3. 
because there is no money, but because GE is 
no security. I am well persuaded, that those 
who talk a great deal about Bonaparte's good for- 
tune, would not trust their money upon his head: 
on this point, personal interest supersedes the 
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conversations of coffee-houses, and Bareme and 
Cocker are the oracles. They may bestow on a 
citizen the highest eulogiums; they may surround 
him with acclamations; they may even trust him 
with the reins of the state; but they possess suf- 
ficient reflection not to give him their money. 


It must be allowed, that France is haunted by 
a brooding, turbulent spirit; and there is more 

than one reason why Bonaparte, who appears to 
play with the sword of Damocles, should not be 
exempted from the fear which he inspires in 
others. If he sometimes, when absent from 
courtiers, and in the solitude of night, reflects 
on his situation, what must be his feelings, know- 
ing that he is approached by rivals who hate him, 
dy servants who deceive him, by enemies who 
-menace him, and by friends who cannot defend 
dim; by a ministry which renders him odious, 
and by a restless senate, impatient to declare 
their emperor a'trajtor to his country? © Hasten, 
ch, Bonaparte! to escape from the perils which 
press upon you! Hasten to preserve your good 
< fortune from the risk of future reverses; and 
confide your renown in the bosom of gratitude. 
* The peace of Europe, the prosperity and honor 
* of the French nation, are in your power. When 
France was covered with legislators, no indi- 
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vidual was responsible for the misfortunes of 
the people; a terrible responsibility now op- 
presses you. See the numerous soldiers who 
advance in the field of battle; it is for you, and 
you alone, they are going to die; see France 
in mourning and consternation ; it is from uu 
that her grief and- fear proceed ; it is you by 
whom humanity suffers, and by whom Europe 
is shaken. If you wish to imitate Cromwell, 


reflect on the memory which he has left; if 


you would be Cæsar, think on his tragie end; 
if Augustus, remember that he raised a throne 
which Nero took possession of; and if, from 
the summit of your vain power, you dare re- 
flect with calmness, consider the fate of those 
who have preceded you in the career of am- 
bition ; and observe the ground strewed with/ 
the remains of our idols; see envy count your 
faults; see hate pursue you, and the world con- 
demn you. Hasten to dissipate our fears and 
your own; hasten to fulfil our prayers, and at- 


chieve your glory. Be persuaded that yau 


cannot, henceforward, rise, but by descend- 
ing ; and that you may occupy a place greater 
for you than the first, by obtaining the second. 


What I have said may seem harsh to you; yet 


it is not the language of hatred : I have never 
been seen among your friends nor enemies; I 
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« speak to you in the name of your contempo- 
« raries, who ask whether you are desirous of 
« being a great man? I speak in the name of 
ce twenty-five millions of Frenchmen, who must 
ce goon decide whether they shall adore or detest 
« you!” | 


* 
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P. S. Having finished these fugitive effusions, 
TI hear the signal of war renewed. In this war, 
Bonaparte has every thing to lose, and scarcely 
any thing to gain: if he is vanquished, his throne 
is overthrown ; if he conquers, his authority will 
not be strengthened. I have enforced principles 
which victory itself cannot defeat : an enemy may 


be subdued, but the triumph of reason and virtue 


cannot be long delayed. 


THE END. 
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